
 

 

What are climate services and why do they need  
to be standardised? 

 

Why standards? 

Best practices, guidance, and 

standards serve as a form of 

governance, ensuring quality, 

legitimacy, relevance and 

usability of climate services. 

Climate information and climate  

services are two different things 

Climate information is information about the past,  

current state or future of the climate system.   

Climate services involve the provision of climate infor-

mation to assist decision-making. They should be based 

on scientifically credible information and expertise,  

developed through appropriate engagement between 

users and providers, made accessible through effective 

mechanisms, and responsive to user needs. 

Four climate services components 

Standardisation 

CEN and CENELEC,  

European Standardisation  

Organisations, have already 

initiated the process for the 

standardisation of climate 

services.  

Equitable standardisation 

Europe should aim to place 

equity at the centre of  

standardisation processes, the 

resulting standards, and the 

climate service community.  
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The decision-making context for which climate 
services must deliver value. It refers to the kind of 
decisions the climate service supports, including 
its geographical, social, and political context. 

The different knowledge 
systems, information, 

and processes that contribute to co-develop  
successful climate services. This component relates 
to climate data but also to environmental, social, 
economic, technical, as well as local knowledge to 
develop and implement local adaptation and  
mitigation strategies. This is also the case for  
selection, evaluation, translation processes, accessi-
bility, storage and stewardship related to this data. 

 

 
The delivery mode and its co-evaluation: This re-
fers to the way a climate service is delivered and 
how this delivery is evaluated. It should include 
the tailored aggregation and combination of data 
and processes to match the decision and context 
of the service client. 

The ecosystem of actors and co-creation processes 
involved identifies the actors involved in co-
producing, evaluating, and taking up climate  
services, as well as actors that might become rele-
vant in a particular decision context. It also address-
es the co-production processes relevant for differ-

ent actors and different 
stages of the climate 
service development. 
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This infosheet is based on the content of the Climateurope2 publication Standardisation of equitable climate services by supporting a community of practice and  

the podcast  What are climate services and the importance of standardisation? 

Climateurope2 has identified four main components as a step towards defining the boundaries of climate services, 

which will help identifying what constitutes a quality-assured and equitable climate service. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S240588072400075X?via%3Dihub
https://climateurope2.eu/resources/podcasts/what-are-climate-services-with-asun-lera-st-clair

